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m THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK ^^^ElVED ^ 

MB um 



In re Patent Application of: 
Stefan Dischetal. 

ApplicationNo.; 10/069087 

. Filed: May 16, 2002 



Group Art Unit: 1711 
Examiner: U. K. Rajguru 



For LOW-EMISSION COLORED 

POLYOXYMETHYLENE MOLDING 

COMPOSITION 



Mail Stop Appeal Brief - Patents 
Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



appf.al. BRIEF 



l jITr FT fi - ™»™ ™ INTEREST 

TiconaGmbHistheredpartyofinterest. The application was assigned and 

corded on July 25, 2002, on Reel No. 013607 and Frame No. 0038, 

n .rvr* APPEAI *i »™*™™KNCBS 

Theundersigned* not aware of any related appeals or interferences involving 

this application. 

m THE ST ATTTS ol? THF SLAlMS 

CtataWP, 13 and20havebeencanceUed. Claims 1-3 and 11. 12, 14-19 and 
. depending. Thesubject of this appeal is claims 1-3 and 11-26 which are attached 
"in Appendix I. 
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^ m a \ty.NT>MEN TS AFTF.R FINA L 

y ^rt^v^THElNVENTIQN 

1 - <■> i n 16 17 18 and 22. Claims 1, 
• . J--^* 4 *" 4 **'" 2 ' 3, U. 16. 17. 

2 3 u 15-18 22 m d25alongmHittasupport»ea a follow S : 

pol ^copol^c<^cs^*of.^ M a»yl«e«-i«^ 

' pI0to »c acid was used as MM **■ .«*■— ° f »* ***** 

^a^ta-.-*. — offonoaldehydeftom^ooUed^ 

oop „, ymWW a SPI epa I ed^ S aUw iS ao i daa tai a«. llS ea«. e «pe— at 

' p ^3. ta e S 3 1 -37 1; and^« 1 .f™^^^ ^eteroltted<),,te, 
apneas inaccordancawi^O^ A,— ^ Raccoon 

NcaVSCVBAa^^otmorataaO^l-*.^^"- 864 ' 

lines 8 and 9 and paea 5, Unas 35-37] 

2 UamoidingcomposWo.aad^edind^l.wMchcompn^ftomO.1.0 

3.0% by weigh, of ooW* selected torn d» ^ consist of whiia pig***, 

, i the specification at page 4, lines 3 and 

black pigments, and color pigments, tsee tne specm 

4 and page 5, lines 13-161 
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the specification at page 6, lines 10-13] 

specification at page 4, lines 19-21] 

^ copo*- ^ch coos^ng — * — ^ 

o^y.eocuni.^^uo^^Wc^d^ad— of 

^n^suM onic add as an ttf«r 1- ft. — - ~ *• — » 

sp ec Bfc .tt.».tpa E »",, i n. S 3 H u,4,andob l a to gacol K cdpoly^ 
• ^composMonv.boscenn^ 

and aa an Ud*. I- ft. at page 4, Bn« IMS] and 

' • ^^O^A—Znd^R— dano„No. 2 75CVDA275), K 
■ more ftan 20 nvgAcg. *e S pec«cn.n a, r* 4. Una. 8 and » - 

page 5, lines 35-37] . 
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CltoSOo/obywei^t. [see the specification at page 4, lines 3 and 4 and page 
5, lines 13-161 

specification at page 6, lines 10-131 

ftom 0.1 to 10 mol% of an**—**- («' *• ■»«*"*■ " 
19-21] 

• . n Ucptocessasc.^edtaotoie.whordn^poly^co^lymoroompri^ 
fi oml.Oto2.5mol%ofox y olhylo»o m i«.l S ««l.e»P«ifi-«°"«P*»' 4 - liMS 
16-211 

25 AptocessfbtredudngthefbnoaUehyoo^onofcote.dmoldtog 

polyacetal copolymer consisting mm**, of ethylene unit* and 
oxyotoylone nrnts, [we «he *dkb « P»g« 4. M 1-9 »"<• «*M 
8) nstag triflnoromemanesolfonic acid and/or a derivative of 

A. polyacetal copolymer with a. leas, one colorant selected from the gronp 
oonaistmgof white pigment black pigments and color pigments, 
S pec iB c, tt .n..p.g.4, 1 in«3m.d41 and obtaining a colored polya«tal 
. ^dingcomporiHonwhoaecmiasionoffonnaldehydeia.owermanfroma 
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Serial No. 10/069,087 

' ^Idingcompos^^ 

Lewis acid as initiator. Isee the specification at page 4, lines 11-15] 

\7i numwBMCE *™ m AflAWST THE CLAIMS 

Pitt et al. U.S. Patent No. 5,476,653 (W); 
Muck et al. U.S. PatentNo. U.S. Patent No. 5,994,455 (Muck"); 
Kosinski European PatentNo. 448037 ("Kosinski''); 
Chapman et al. U.S. PatentNo. 3,656,982 ("Chapman"); and 
Yokoyama et al.U,S. PatentNo. 5,952,410 C'Yokoyama"). 

m GROUNDS OF SELECTION TO RE REVTV WTJ) ON APPEAL 

1. WheHier claims 1-3 and 12-14 are rejectahle under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) us 
' • being unpatentable over Pitt or MOck, each in view of Kosinski and Chapman? 

2. WhetherChapmanisnotanappropriatereferencetousem 

with the other referencesbecause Chapman states mat its mvention is pearly useful 
andbeneficialmconju.ctionwimpearlesc^ 

■ ^pressed co^jc^owd^ which is not remotely related to the applicant's claimed 

invention or the primary references Pitt or Muck? 

3. Whether claim 2 which requires from 0.1 to 3.0% by weight of colorants 
selected from the group consisting of white pigments, black pigments, and colorpigments 

■ is patentable? 

4. Whether claim 3 which further limits claim 2 (requires from 0.1 to 3.0% by 
weight of colorants selected from the group consisting of white pigments, black pigments, 
and color pigments) and requires the colorants carry a coating of an alkali metal salt of a 

• forty acid having at least 12 carbon atoms is patentable? 

408218J • - 5 - 
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5 Whether claim H is rejectee under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) asbeing 

bviewofYokoyama? 

' pigments are patentable? 
wdg b, of — — — - — —*« ° f "* *"* 

9. Whefcer data 18 whieh require, ihe polyacetel copolymer —a torn O.. 

10 10 moBi of oxyelhylene unite i8 palenttbM 

,„ V^erolain.22 w Mco ftrtett »teo.^l6(ra,«i-^0, t o 3 .0%by 

• • w ^tof— 

* eolo, p« and M. require* - P*«- " — *" ^ 1 ^ 10 

2 5 molH of oxyethyleoe umta is patentable? 

u . ^claimaaS a„d26»hienis diree«ed«o aproce* for reducing the 

^er and *e specifio colorant elected *onr *e group consisting - W* 

pi^ente.blacapigmente.andoolorpigmentearepatentable. 
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VUI. ARGTIMENTS 
A. riaims 1 and 12-14 

Claims 1-3 and 12-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 

• 5,994,455 ("Muck") each in view of Kosinski BP 448037 («EP '037") and Chapman et 
al. U.S. Patent No. 3,656,982 ("Chapman")- 

The object of the applicant's claimed invention was to develop colored POM 

molding compositions in which flu f i&M. -mM™ 0*0* hitherto has 

• p-^^« q l,v^n c- mm ^ih^Jdd^rrmiHm, detained on tes t 

^ in , 1 ,nr r wjth fly M *«™*>* Ir^R^^ 

275 (VDA 27J1 is no * more than 20 mg/kg., without impairing the known 
advantageous properties of POM. (see the specification at page 3, lines 22-25). 

Pitt and Muck describe oxymethylene/oxyethylene copolymers. As the Examiner 
has recognized neither Pitt nor Muck described compositions that contain colorants (see 
^bottom ofparagraphno. 8 in ^bottom of page 2 of the Final Office Action). In 
addition, neither Pitt nor Muck disclose that the ^&6^m^m^ 

m m (vn a 275V js pot mors than 20 ms/k^see independent claim 1). This 
linritationtheE*^^ 

respectfully disagrees. 

The examiner argues tot po^ymeftyien^ ascribed in aL and Milck 

« d. posses, a low level of formaldehyde emission, beoause said polyoxymethylenes are 
prepared in the presenee of a strong protonie aeid and/or a derivative of a strong protonio 
add. in a seoond step, a eolora* is added to these po.yoxymethylenes to form a colored 

408218J _ j _ 
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composition with a low formaldehyde emission level. However, it is important*, 

me art,the increased formaldehyde emission is reduced by addition of Containing 
compounds (see for example Kosinsiki). In view of the present invention it was 
' unexpectedly found that such an increase of emitted formaldehyde occurred by adding a 
colorant can be avoided respectively reduced ifme specific prepared polyoxymethylenes 
reused. So the argument ofthe examiner is to simple that only a polyoxymeurylene 
with a low emission level of formaldehyde is used to prepare a colored 
polyoxymelhylene composition which shows also alow formaldehyde emission. In 
contrast thereto it was not obvious that the colored, specific prepared polyoxymethylenes 
shows a reasonable lower increase of formaldehyde emission compared with other 
polyoxymethylenes prepared with other methods after coloration. 

The oxymethylene/oxyetbylene copolymers eanbe prepared with several 

evidence inPitt nor Muck that copolymers contaiinng oxymethylene and oxyethylene 
units and a colorant (pigment) leads to an increased formaldehyde emission and that this 
emission can be reduced by mixmgspedfic prepared copo^^ 
acid) wifo the colorant (pigment). For example, the preparafionoffoe copolymers with 
Lewis acids (described in Muck) leads to a higher formaldehyde emission (see e.g., the 

■ . presentappli^ 

prepared with BF 3 (page 8line 1, results page 10 table 1)). 
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* t ^- w etahilizers are known to increase e.g. 
In the state of the art Hie use of N-containing stabilizers ar 

indication in Muck, Knsinski nor Chapman that this specific combination (oxymethylene- 
^^inn^^on.evc.o^^^^.fc^ 

• pnannac^cain^thcoioranta. 

K^dc^po.yaccUfioon^oMfionstvntchcancon^nscUdtff 

in^whicnincinde — /pi^^cnUncs^iyM^i, 
Kosinski discloses 

ofceringrcdicnts.modifiersandaddMvcsasar.gcneraUy 
nsedtopolyacatalmoldingt^inclndmgtUthennaJ 

stabilizer, P ] and—, [3] pigments, [4] 

boning agents, [6) reinforcmg agents, [7) UV a.— [8] 

Unfercd amino «W PI — • "~ • ™ 

■ 
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affect the ct^litv o* r 'r~r a l cnmnositions ,» l (emphasis 
added) 

Wore, there is . selection required by the Ettttmtaer to selectively take 
colorants / pigments from the other ingredients. The Examiner has not supplied the 

compositions" . 

The increased formaldehyde emaaion of colored oxymethylene/oxyettiytae 
copolymers is not discussed nor are corresponding polymer compositions explicitly 
de^bedintheextenplea. In contmstto the present apptation, Kosinald describes 
•mixtures of the polymer with hindered amine* as light atabUizer as necessary limitation. 
Further a person of ordinary skill in the ari couldn't find any evidence in Pitt, Made or 
Kosinski to prepare copolymers containing oxymethytae and oxyethylene units mixed 
. ^.„ 1 o m «(pi^en.),wh^n ! »eopdvm ff i 8 pr^^ma S u OT g P mtt.mea^ 

toreducefhe formaldehyde emission of dte suiting colored copolymer compound. 

Chapman describes only some pearleacont pigmenta for cosmetically usage (eg. 
ahstmct). UnderlheheadingofDeacriptionOfutePmfenodEmbodiments.^tm 

. states: 

'The present invention is particularly useful and beneficial in conjunction 
with pearlescent pigments which are to be incorporated in compressed 
a^sitirtic powders ." (emphasis added) 

There are no compositions described in Chapman which encompasses 
oxymethylene/oxyethylene copolymers. In addition, there is no indication given which 
> Taermnibers were addedby the applicants emphasis that amount of selection required. 
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^„fox»m«a>yl^o X ^y!«.copol^l«.to*e^te«««*^o n ofthe 
ta^M^on^touEhte^of^dcopolym^mAaooloran. 

clatoriinven.ionorfor^m.rieris^Hnabiewilhtooth^refete^ applied 
against the claims. 

TheExeminermustconsider thereftrences M . whole, toYjta 211 USPQ 
„49 (CCPA 1081). Tie Examiner cannot selectively piok and choose fiom the disclosed 

. „ f tT ~ — ^motivation, ^merefactthafmeprioranmaybcmodified 

t0 reflect features of the claimed invention doe, no. make modification, andbence 
.Uimed toventto., ohvlona umes, m. Pri« «. auaeafed the de^biUty of sneh 

ononis suggestenhymeprior^Ow,^ 733 F.2d90O, 902, 221 USPQ 
U25 1127 (Fed. Qr. f984 ); luela^ 29 "SPQ 2d 1550 (CAFC 1994) end irus 
H** USPQ 2nd. f780(Fed. Cir. >992». In re Gorman, 933 F.2d 982, 987, .8 
USPQ2d f 885, 1888 (Fed. Cir. 1991) (in a determination under 35 U.S.C. § f 03 it is 

. te refemrees themselves must provide some caching whe«by the applicant's 

W mhn U rio»wouMhavehe=n.obv J oo S ) ; mre D owChemtoatCo,837F^469,473,5 

USPQ2dt529, 1581 (Fed.Ci, .988) (under35 U.S.C. 5 lOS.bommesuggeationandthe 
expectadon of success musf be founded in fce prior «, not in the applicant's disclosure). 

of me references would selectively modify the references in order to arrive at the 
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reconstruction. 

^oon^an on.^i.^have^.ob^.o^^—onsof 
^ of a-prior «o acMovCha dairoed hwennon, - 

1276(Fed . a. 1987)). Thcre^d^nor^ateoncMedinto^^co^e 
Muck or Pitt each in view of Kosinski and Chapman. 
B . Claim 2 

aatoafnAarlhni^atalandra^^temoldingcnn^uoo 

^aa to 0, .o 3.0% tfart* **— «— 4 *" "* ^ """^ " . 
^^b^P^^^pl^Aa^^^E^ 

*/» v «win™ the colorants of claims 2 and 3 (see the 
recognized that neither Pitt nor Muck mentions the color 

bottom of page 2 of the Final Office Action). 

stabilizers etc. However, as stated above, Kosinski discloses: 

. .other ingredients, modifiers and additives as are generally 
nsed in polyacetal molding resins, including [1] uiermal 
stabilizers, [2] anti-oxidants, [3] pigments, [4] colorants, [5] 
toughening agents, [6] reinforcing agents, [7] UV stabilizers, [8] 
hindered amine stabilizers, [9] nucleating agents, [10] lubricants, 
[l 1] glass fibers, and [12] fillers. It should also be understood 
feat ,„ mr rfl § colorants nm themselves, adverse^ 
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^U.nn,, . t\m ^Macstac°a positions." 2 (emphasis 
added) 

^1|il ^.T ta l^l-^^^ tetaW ^ , ■ ,,, ™ 4 
C. Claim 3 

3 tete U data 2 and tafc* <* «*-* ^ * ° f 

postal copo*- W« - m 

o^ref.reooeatoExamin.rteU.aupondo.o.showMadaincdfeat^ 

D. Claim 11 

Claim 11 was rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) asking unpatentable over Pitt m 

.n,™ as allied to claim land further in view of Yokoyama. 
view of Kosinski and Chapman as appuco uj w 
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■d* 11*.«.J*— polymer com^ftom 0.1 1. W«***«**~ 
urns. TheE*aminer to relied »pon Yokoyamafbr this teaching. 

. disclose: 

For example, when Hie j sa &sM ™" n is m 
Qgjetixgm cg BStoi: amtrinlnr oxvethY*™ ffig!&Eg « J 
^^toffrnml.5to7.0mgl % J preferably from 1.7 to 7.0 
mol %, based on themolar total of the oxymethylene units, the 
polyacetal resin has a relatively low melting temperature. Also, 
thepolyacetal resin canhave arelatively low melting temperature 
when the polyacetal resin is an oxymethylene-oxypropylene 
copolymer contaming oxypropylene groups in an amount of from 
1.2 to 5.6 mol %, based on the molar total of the oxymethylene 
units, or is an oxymethylene-oxybutylene copolymer containing 
oxybutylene groups m an amount of from 0.9 to 4.3 mol %, based 
on the molar total of the oxymethylene units. 

However, me applic^^ 
claimedinvennon. Obviousness cannot be established by cabining me teachings of the 

^ P riora*toproduc«me^ 
supporting this combination, although it may have been obvious to try various 
combinations of teachings of the prior art references to achieve me applicant's claimed 
invention, such evidence does not establish prima fade c^e of obviousness (h^reG^ 

combine Muck or Pitt each in view of Kosinski, Chapman and Yokoyama. 
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In addition to the arguments presented for claim 1 above, Claim 1 5 is narrower 
than claim 1, with respect to the following features: 

m the initiator is very specific, trimtoromefitsnesulfomc acid and/or a 

• derivative of trifluoromeUumesulfonic acid, 

(Q tocolorantisspecificandisselectefifixnnfitegroupconsistmgofwhite 

pigments, black pigments and color pigments. 

AgaiI! , a as«.«iabov^PinnorMuckmenfioncoloram S . The Examiner k. 

'H W X^ta-^»•«***••- l - ,-, - , * -,4 '"*' 
^onp eonsianng of white pigments, black pigments and color pigments. 

■ ^h^norom^fi^^^.e^^bmnot^imtiator^iae^-by 
*. applied (see col. 7, Unea Therefore, fins group of claims la finther removed 

from the prior art. 

r 1fi and 24 

uprises torn 0.! to 3.0% by weigh, of colorants selected fcom fite group consisting of 
whitopigments,blackpl P nen te ,andcolorpigmen«. As stated above, fire Exanuner 
. ^edm.tn ri me I Pi t .norMuckmen«onmec 0 ,ornn te ofc W ma2and3(aeefi 1 e 

bottom of page 2 of the Filial Office Action). 

The Examiner states also at thebottom of page 2 of the Final 
Office Action, that Kosinski discloses the use of other useftd 

s, colorants, stabilizers etc. 
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However, as stated above, Kosinski discloses 12 optional ingredients 
whichincludecolarants/pi^ents. Therefore, there is a selection required by the 

Exammertoselectiv^ 

The Examiner has not supplied the proper motivation for this selection, 
. especially in view of the last statement that ".nmn pirmenrs and colons ca n, 
,,^W«« ^versel v affect^ <*>™*> «*«*™*# compositi on"- 

^ount. However, as stated above, the applicant does not believe that Chapman 

' iscombmablerefe^ 
particular, in conjunction with pearlescent pigments which are to be incorporated 
in ^pressed co^neti^to. The applicant's claimed amount is not taught 
in Kosinski. 

Claim24dependsuponcl^ Claim24 
would be patentable for at least the same reasons as claim 16. 

G. Claim 17 

Claim 17 further limits claim 16 and further requires the colorants carry a coating 

correct that Chapman shows mis feature, but as stated above, the applicant does not 
believe that one of ordinary skill in the colored molding composition made from 
' polyacetal copolymer art would not rely upon Chapman as an applicable reference. The 
other references the Examiner do not teach this limitation. 
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H. Claim 18 

Claim 18 farther limits claim 15. The Examiner has recogruzed that Kosinslo and 
Chapmandonot^^ 

fromO-ltolOmoiroofoxyethyleneumts. The Examiner has relied upon Yokoyama for 
this teaching. 

It is acknowledged that the Examiner has correctly stated that Yokoyama does 
disclose; 

For example, when the K&gcetaj rgjn « SB oxymethylene- 
^hvlsns coupl y™"* ^nfaimng OTVrthvlene f roups toan 

„ n tnff™ml.Sto7.0mol%, preferably from 1.7 to 7.0 

mol %, based on the molar total of the oxymethylene units, the 
polyacetal resin has a relatively low melting temperature. Also, 
the polyacetal resin can have a relatively low melting temperature 
when the polyacetal resin is an oxymethylene-oxypropylene 
copolymer containing oxypropylene groups in an amount of from 
1.2 to 5.6 mol %, based on the molar total of the oxymethylene 

units, or is an oxymethylene-oxybutylene copolymer containing 
oxybutylene groups in an amount of from 0.9 to 4.3 mol %, based 
on the molar total of the oxymethylene units. 

However, the applicant does not believe that Yokoyama teaches the 
applicant's claimed invention. Obviousness cannot be established by combining 
the teachings of the prior art to produce me claimed invention absent some 
teaching, suggestion, or incentive supporting this combination, although it may 
havebeen obvious to try various combinations of teachings of the prior art 
references to achieve the applicants claimed invention, such evidence does not 
establish prima facie case of obviousness QnjeGeiger, 2 USPQ 2d. 1276 (Fed. 
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Cir. 1987)). Tliae would be ao^ 
• or Pitt each in view of Kosinski, Chapman and Yokoyama. 

I. ClaigaJi 

Claim 22 is dependent from claim 16 andhas all the features of claim 16 
(recmiresmat^ 

' Grants selected from the group consisting of white pigments, black pigments, «* color 
pigments) and further requires that the polyacetal copolymer comprises from 1 .0 to 2.5 
m ol% of oxyethylenennits. The Examiner has re lied upon me combination of Muck or 
Pitt each in view of Kosmski, Chapman and Yokoyama to reject thisclaim. 

The Examiner has relied upon Chapman for the applicant's claimed 
amount of pigments. However, as stated above for claim 16, me applicant does 
not believe that Chapman is combinable reference because Chapman is related to 
" ' a different field of art, in particular, in conjunction with percent pigments 

w hioh are to be incorporated in, compressed cosmetic powder s . The applicant's 
claimed amount i^ As stated above for 

claim 1 8, there would be no reason for one skilled in the art to combine Muck or 
' Pitt each in view of Kosinski, Chapman and Yokoyama. 



CO 



T r!laims 25 and 26 

Claim 25 is a process claim directed for reducing the formaldehyde emission of 
lored molding compositions made from polyacetal copolymer. None of the references 
teach reducing formaldehyde emissions. The Examiner has inserted that this is inherent 
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md the wlican. respectfUly disagrees, k addition, to po»P of olaima quires *he 

^c» 1 o ra nta d ^f^tl»^<^e ofwUte ^^ blMkpi9n ^ 
and colors. Asa te .edabove>eExa m inerha S relied UP onCh^anfor 4 i S 

^WC*-W»il-.»>'-il*»--«li'- 4M » 

analogous art. 

As stated above, there would be no reason for one skilled in the art to 
combine Muck or Pitt each in view of Kosinski, Chapman and Yokoyama. 

Claim 26 is dependent upon claim 25 and would be patentable for at least 
the same reasons claim 25 is patentable. 

It is believed that the claims define an invention which is new, useful, 
andunobvious. For the above reasons, the applicants request passage to 
• allowance. This brief is being submitted in triplicate. The PTO is authorized to 
charge Deposit Account No. 03-2775 the amount of $500.00. The Notice of 
Appeal was filed on June 15,2005. It is believed that no extensions are 

required. 
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Ho^cver.tatoeventtot^md^edisori^inte^ario^a,. 



appropriate extension of time to reload U respectfully petitioned for, and tire 
Cotnmissioneri* hereby authorized* charge flte account of the underfed attorneys, 
Patent Office Deposit Account No. 03-2775, for any feea which may be due upon the 
filing of this paper. 

Respectfully submitted, 

CONNOLLY BOVE LODGE & HUTZ LLP 




mm 

P.O. Box 2207 
Wilmington, DE 19899 
(302) 888-6270 
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APPENDIX I 

! . A colored molding composition made from polyacetal copolymer, wherein the 
polyacetal copolymer consisting essentially of oxymethylene units and 
oxyethyleneunits, and strong protonic acid and/or a derivative of a strong 
protonic acid was used as initiator during preparation of the polyacetal copolymer, 
and a colorant, and the emission of formaldehyde from the colored molding 
. compositionislowet^ 

copolymer was prepared using a Lewis acid as initiator and wherein the 

formaldehyde emission, determined on test specimens in accordance with the 

C^manAuWtiveto^ 

than20mg/kg. 

2. The molding composition as claimed in claim 1, which comprises from 0.1 to 
3.0% by weight of colorants selected from the group consisting of white pigments, 
black pigments, and color pigments- 

3, Themolding composition as claimed in claim 2, wherein the colorants carry a 
coating of an alkali metal salt of a fatty add having at least 12 carbon atoms. 

4-10 cancelled 

" -ii. The molding composition as claimed in claim l,wherein me polyacetal 
copolymer comprises from 0.1 to 10 mol% of oxyethylene units. 

12. The molding composition as claimed in claim 1, wherein the formaldehyde 
emission, determined on test specimens in accordance with the German 
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Automotive Industry Recommendation No. 275 (VDA 275), is not more than 
60% of the formaldehyde emission of a colored molding composition for which 
the polyacetal copolymer was prepared using BF 3 as the initiator. 

13. cancelled 

14. The molding composition as claimed in claim 1, which former comprises from 0.1 
to 1 0% hy weight of stabilizers and auxiliaries. 

15. A process to prepare a molding composition which comprises preparing a 
polyacetal copolymer which consisting essentially of oxymethylene units and 
oxyethylene units, using trifluoromethanesulfonic acid and/or a derivative of 
trifluoromethanesulfonic acid as an initiator, mixing the polyacetal copolymer 

i 

with at least one colorant selected from the group consisting of white pigments, 
black pigments and color pigments, and obtaining a colored polyacetal molding 
composition whose emission of formaldehyde is lower than from a molding 
composition for which the polyacetal copolymer was prepared using a Lewis acid 
as an initiator and wherein the formaldehyde emission, determined on test 
specimens in accordance with the German Automotive Industry Recommendation 
No. 275 (VDA 275), is not more than 20 mg/kg. 

16. The process as claimed in claim 15, wherein said colorant is in an amount from 
0.1 to 3,0% by weight. 

17. The process as claimed in claim 16, wherein the colorant carries a coating of an 
alkali metal salt of a fatty acid having at least 12 carbon atoms. 
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1 8. Hie process as claimed in claim 15, wherein the polyacetal copolymer comprises 
from 0-1 to 10 mol°/o of oxyethylene units. 

19 The process as claimed in claim 15, wherein ihe formaldehyde emission, 
determined on test specimens in accordance with the German Automotive 
Industry Recommendation No. 275 (VDA 275), is not more than 60% of the 
formaldehyde emission of a colored molding composition for which the 
polyacetal copolymer was prepared using BF 3 as initiator. 

20. cancelled 

21 . The process as claimed in claim 1 5, which further comprises from 0. 1 to 10% by 
weight of stabilizers and auxiliaries. 

22. The process as claimed in claim 16, wherein the polyacetal copolymer comprises 
from 1.0 to 2.5 mol% of oxyethylene units. 

23. The process as claimed in claim 1 5, wherein the formaldehyde emission, 
determined on test specimens in accordance with die German Automotive 
Industry Recommendation No. 275 (VDA 275), is not mote than 50% of the 
formaldehyde emission of a colored molding composition for which the 
polyacetal copolymer was prepared using BFj as the initiator. 

24. The process as claimed in claim 16, wherein the formaldehyde emission, 
determined on test specimens in accordance with the German Automotive 
Industry Recommendation No. 275 (VDA 275), is less than 10 mg/kg. 
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25. A process for reducing the formaldehyde emission of colored molding 
compositions made from polyacetal copolymer, which comprises preparing a 
polyacetal copolymer consisting essentially of oxymethylene units and 
oxyethylene units, using trifluoromethanesulfonic acid and/or a derivative of 
trifluoromethanesulfonic acid as an initiator, mixing the polyacetal copolymer 
with at least one colorant selected from the group consisting of white pigments, 
black pigments and color pigments, and obtaining a colored polyacetal molding 
composition whose emission of formaldehyde is lower than from a molding 
composition for which the polyacetal copolymer was prepared using a Lewis acid 
as initiator, 

26. The process as claimed in claim 25, wherein when the initiator is added in a 
solvent. 
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